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In 1881 a young Dervish, by name Mahom-
med Ahmed, began to collect a following. He
came from a family of boat-builders at Don-
gola. Wingate l says that until he gave way
to luxury and sensualism he was a clear thinker
of apparently austere habits, with marvellous
powers of language, to which was added a
mystic personal magnetism. He appealed to
the fanaticism of the tribes and to their hatred
of the Turks, by which name they knew their
Egyptian rulers. Aided (as was alleged) by
the miraculous intervention of the Prophet the
new leader gained some minor successes over
the small garrisons in the south; these gave him
a few rifles and added much to his prestige.
He assumed the title of " Mahdi," the promised
successor of the Prophet, the liberator of the
Sudan. Many tribes of the south joined or
were forced to join his standard for the Holy
War.
In 1883 the Rebellion had reached such pro-
portions that the Egyptian Government deter-
mined to send a strong force to subdue it
Though the British Government would lend no
help, the Khedive was allowed to do what he
could to subdue his own subjects. In Septem-
ber Hicks Pasha, an ex-officer of the Indian
Army, started southwards from Khartoum with
a force of 8,000 men. As no lines of communi-
cation could be maintained, supplies for fifty
days were carried with the column when it left
the Nile and marched westwards towards El-
Obeid. Water failed; many died of thirst; and
the remainder were cut to pieces on November
1 Wingate, p, 14.